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really sufficient means of applying principles of grammar to the pupil's 
own composition, that is, whether it is not sometimes merely assumed 
that a principle studied will fix itself in the practice of the child. A little 
more classroom ingenuity applied to the problem would have added more 
devices to those already used, and the result would probably then be 
more secure. The assumption, too, that every class can master just one 
lesson a day, as the books provide, is open to doubt. Doubt rises also 
when one reads the second part of the second book, in which there is an 
attempt to instruct the child in the nature of ideas and their classifica- 
tion into subjects of thought, attributes, and ideas of relationships. In 
spite of his gradual and concrete approach to the subject, the author 
cannot help being too psychological. Such a generalization as "A thought 
is the assertion in our mind of the relationship of an attribute to an 
object of thought, or a question about this relationship" is not likely to 
find a very firm lodgment in the mind of a boy of the motor type, nor 
to be of very much service to those children who find it vaguely stirring 
in the fringe of their understandings. These doubts may or may not 
be dispelled by the test of use in the classroom, which is a more severe 
and decisive test than the judgment of any critic. 

Cyrus Lauron Hooper 
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